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A Message from the Dean
Dear Members of the Class of 2014: 
On behalf of the New York Law School Board of Trustees and Faculty, 
congratulations on reaching this great moment in your lives and in the life 
of the School. I am proud to have served as your dean over the past two years 
and look forward to continuing to serve and work with you as you join the 
ranks of our distinguished alumni.
I am so pleased to gather with all of you at Carnegie Hall, which, like New 
York Law School, first opened its doors in 1891 and will soon celebrate its 
125th anniversary. In fact, the Law School’s first commencement exercises 
were held here on June 7, 1892. Both institutions have long celebrated 
innovation and the pursuit of excellence. And both have played a vital role 
in our City’s heritage.  
Since its founding, New York Law School has been committed to the highest ideals of the legal profession, a 
profession that is rapidly changing. You are joining it at a time when there are great challenges, but also great 
opportunities. Please know that you are not alone as you step forward on this incredible journey.
New York Law School will be by your side as you make this critical transition from law student to lawyer 
and will continue to provide you the support and motivation you need to realize your personal goals, to 
advance justice, and to build a better society now and in the future. Ours is a community unlike others. We 
have committed to be there for each other: as resources, as allies, and as champions, to ensure a collective 
well-being and growth.
The study of law is not easy, nor is it supposed to be. It is not a luxury, but a privilege. And the responsibilities 
we are charged with as lawyers are often of great consequence to the personal liberties and livelihoods of 
those who entrust us. From day one, all of you understood this, and rose to meet the demands of training 
for your chosen path. The study and practice of law requires the development of knowledge, leadership, 
perspective, professionalism, and preparedness. 
Because of New York Law School, because of your drive, because of the support of our community and your 
friends and family, you are ready for this journey, and to undertake it proudly and successfully. The benefits 
of your labor will be realized over a rewarding lifelong career. No matter where you go, continue to draw 
on your New York Law School education and look to this great city as a source of inspiration—a city that 
both shares and shapes our values: independence, diversity, opportunity, professionalism, service to others, 
leadership, innovation, and, of course, the drive and ambition to be the very best. That’s what makes us New 
York’s law school.
Recognizing why you earned a law degree, and the positive impacts that experience has had on your life, will 
allow you to make a difference in the lives of those you touch, inform, and counsel. Indeed, your achievements 
and promise fuel my confidence that the best days for us all, and for New York Law School, lie before us.  
Congratulations!
Sincerely,
Anthony W. Crowell 
Dean and President, Professor of Law




Anthony A. Capetola ’70
Dr. Vincent A. Carbonell ’00
Alan W. Clark ’77
David B. Cornstein
Michael A. Costa ’81
John E. Estes ’95
Lawrence N. Field ’63
Kathleen Grimm ’80
Howard M. Lorber
John D. McMahon ’76
Susan Mendik Tarkinow
Ross F. Moskowitz ’84
Howard Nottingham
Steven E. Pegalis ’65
Andrew S. Penson ’84
Charles E. Phillips Jr. ’93
Paul L. Porretta ’95
Norman J. Radow ’81
Robert J. Raymond ’94
John J. Reddy Jr. ’79
Cynthia G. Senko Rosicki ’86




Arthur N. Abbey ’59   
Chairman of the Board
Gerald C. Crotty ’76  
Vice Chairman of the Board
Jeffrey D. Knowles ’75
Vice Chairman of the Board
Hon. Ernst H. Rosenberger ’58  
Vice Chairman of the Board
Anthony W. Crowell    
Dean and President, Professor of Law 
Trustees
Alexander D. Forger
Maurice R. Greenberg ’50
Ronald LaBow ’62
Hon. Francis T. Murphy Jr. ’52
Trustees Emeriti
Anthony W. Crowell, B.A., J.D.   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dean and President, Professor of Law
Deborah N. Archer, B.A., J.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Professor of Law
Adam W. Barrett, B.A., J.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Associate Dean for Admissions and Financial Aid
Camille Broussard, B.S., J.D., M.L.S.  . . . . . . . . . Director of the Library, Associate Dean for Information Services, 
and Professor of Law
Joan Fishman, B.A., M.A.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Associate Dean for Institutional Accountability
Nancy J. Guida, B.A.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President, Marketing and Communications
Michael Healy, A.B.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President and Chief Development Officer
Mariana Hogan, A.B., J.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Associate Dean of Student Development and Professor of Law
Stuart A. Klein, B.S.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
Carole Post, B.S., J.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Executive Vice President and Chief Strategy Officer
Officers of Administration
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Full-Time Faculty and Instructional Staff
2013–14
Susan J. Abraham












































































Sydney M. Cone III






Michael B.W. SinclairHoward Nottingham
Steven E. Pegalis ’65
Andrew S. Penson ’84
Charles E. Phillips Jr. ’93
Paul L. Porretta ’95
Norman J. Radow ’81
Robert J. Raymond ’94
John J. Reddy Jr. ’79
Cynthia G. Senko Rosicki ’86




Hon. Ernst H. Rosenberger ’58  
Vice Chairman of the Board
Anthony W. Crowell    
Dean and President, Professor of Law 
Ronald LaBow ’62
Hon. Francis T. Murphy Jr. ’52
















Karen Artz Ash ’80
Lee Augsburger












































Eva Marie Cusack ’00
Elizabeth Dambriunas ’85
Michael D’Angelo
Bruce H. David ’92
Lenore Davis
Paul Davison













Megan Eiss-Proctor ’05 
James Emory ’88
Robert Erb ’91














































































Martin P. Levin ’83
Joseph Lewczak
John Lewis























































Luis Rodriguez Jr. ’99
Daniel Rosen
Zvi Rosen



















Philip C. Segal ’73



































Robert W. Wien ’76
Jack Williams






Hon. Frederic S. Berman ’51
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Order of Exercises
 Anthony W. Crowell, Presiding  
 Dean and President, Professor of Law
PRELUDE Jubilate Deo—Gregor Aichinger
 Contrapunctus—J.S. Bach
 Quintet No. 1—Victor Ewald
MARSHALS  Victoria Eastus, Assistant Dean, Academic Affairs 
 Oral Hope, Assistant Dean and Registrar
PROCESSIONAL  Pomp and Circumstance, No. 1 Op. 39—Sir Edward Elgar 
 Triumphal March, Aida—Giuseppe Verdi
GREETINGS Anthony W. Crowell
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM Roger Schneider 
 Class of 2014
INTRODUCTION OF Anthony W. Crowell
OLD GUARD 
AWARDING OF PRIZES Otto L. Walter Distinguished Writing Awards 
 Presentation by Associate Dean Deborah N. Archer 
 Faculty Awards
 Full-time Faculty Article  
 Edward A. Purcell Jr. for “Understanding Curtiss-Wright” 
 
 Full-time Faculty Book 
 Robert Blecker for The Death of Punishment
 Michael L. Perlin for Mental Disability and the Death Penalty
 
 Adjunct Faculty Article 
 Zvi Rosen for “Discharging Fiduciary Debts”
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AWARDING OF PRIZES Student Awards
(continued) George W. Bartholomew, Day Division
  For the article, “A Due Process Balancing Act: The United States’ Influence 
on the U.N. al-Qaeda Sanctions Regime”
  Asher Hawkins, Evening Division 
  For the article,” The Least ‘Constructive’ Provisions?: Analyzing the 
Bankruptcy Code’s Codified Canons”
 *The Finalists for the Trustees’ Prize for the Highest Average
 Presentation by Dean Archer
 Day Division Evening Division
 Carolyn Galgano Stephanie Drotar
 Michelle Marie Ippolito  Ellen L. Ladd
 David Samuel Lightstone  William Manabu Lemon
 
 The Alfred L. Rose Award for Excellence
 Presentation by Associate Dean Mariana Hogan
 Suzanne Melissa Bettis
 William Manabu Lemon
 The Dean’s Award for Student Leadership
 Presentation by Dean Hogan
 Susan Emilie Imam
 Jesse L. Kearney Jr. 
 Kevon D. Lewis
 Class of 2014 Teaching Award
 Presentation by Jesse L. Kearney Jr., President, Student Bar Association
 Professor David Chang
*  Based on fifth semester grades for Day Division and seventh semester grades for Evening Division students. The final awards will be 
made after all grades are complete in June, to the student with the highest average in each division.
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Order of Exercises (continued)
STUDENT REMARKS Sophie Reiter
 William Manabu Lemon
CONFERRING OF  Doctor of Laws (LL.D.)
HONORARY DEGREE Introduction by Anthony W. Crowell
 Presentation by Arthur N. Abbey ’59 
  Steven Banks, in recognition of his long career of legal advocacy  
on behalf of the neediest New Yorkers, which truly embodies the  
Law School’s values of advancing justice and serving the needs of 
modern society.
COMMENCEMENT  Steven Banks
ADDRESS 
AWARDING OF  Presentation by Arthur N. Abbey ’59 
PRESIDENT’S MEDAL  Kathleen Grimm ’80, Deputy Chancellor, New York City 
Department of Education, Member, Board of Trustees
CONFERRING OF  Introduction of Candidates
STUDENT DEGREES Professor Lloyd Bonfield
 Professor Ronald H. Filler
 Professor Marshall E. Tracht
 Professor Ann F. Thomas
 Vice President Michael Healy 
 Professor Camille Broussard
 Professor Doni Gewirtzman 
 Professor William P. LaPiana
 Professor Michael L. Perlin
 Professor Tamara C. Belinfanti
 Presentation of Candidates 
 Dean Crowell
 Conferring of Degrees 
 Arthur N. Abbey ’59, Chairman, Board of Trustees
CLOSING REMARKS  Dean Crowell 
RECESSIONAL  Two Voluntaries—Henry Purcell
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Honors and Prizes
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ProvISIonAl HonorS*
May 21, 2014
Based on fifth semester grades for Day Division and seventh semester grades for Evening Division students. Final 




































These honors will be awarded after computation of final grades and will be announced on the Law School’s website.
February 1, 2014 
Nicholas D. Emguschowa 
Shaan S. Lodi 
Rebecca Macfie 
Nilufer Satic 
James J. Walsh III 
Neil Michael Willner 
Cum Laude


























































*  Prior to the commencement ceremony, provisional honors are calculated based on a student’s cumulative grade point average at the 
conclusion of the preceding (fall) semester.
 Final honors are calculated at the end of the spring semester and include all grades.  It is possible to have provisional honors granted for 
the commencement ceremony but ultimately not have final honors confirmed after graduation if a student’s final grade point average is 
not in the top 25 percent of the graduating class.
 Alternatively, a student could receive a different honor, i.e., cum laude as provisional honors and magna cum laude upon graduation.
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Commencement Prizes
american law institute-american 
bar association (ali-aba) continuing 
professional education scholarship  
& leadership award
 Mehdi Essmidi
 Anthony K.C. Fong
 Pelle Hamburger
 Diana Teverovskaya
 Jaclyn M. Wood 
chief justice rose e. bird award  
for motivation in pursuing  
public interest law
  Amanda C. Gayle
 Julie Ann Nociolo
professor lung-chu chen award  
for excellence in the field  
of human rights
 George W. Bartholomew 
helen & andrew dokas memorial award  
for excellent achievement
 Amber S. Brogdon-Johnson
professor stephen j. ellmann  
clinical legal education prize
 Melissa I. Ruhry
faculty award for outstanding service 
to the new york law school law review
 Helen T. Quigley
alexander d. forger award for  
distinguished service to the 
profession
 Christine Claudia Carballo
 Janine  Deniece Diljohn
media center award for  
outstanding performance
 Alina Vengerov 
the abraham “avi” mund prize  
for excellence in information  
technology and the law
 Gary Vegliante
roger j. miner award for outstanding 
editorial contribution to the new 
york law school law review
 George W. Bartholomew
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national association of  
women lawyers award
 Naveen Dosanjh
new york law school law review award  
for best note
 Asher Hawkins
new york law school moot court  
association best advocate award
 Matthew James
new york law school national  
moot court team 
 Catherine Brunetto
 Matthew James
 Alexander M. Noble
 Lily Anne Ockert
new york law school moot court 
award for serving with distinction 




order of the barristers
 Catherine Brunetto
 Ariel Cabral
 Nathalie Yliana González
 Matthew James
 Katerina Veselinova Kurteva
 Alexander N. Noble
 Julie Ann Nociolo
 Lily Anne Ockert
 Anthony Joseph Perrotto
 Michael D. Ricchiuto
honorary order of the  
barristers award
 Daniel A. Warshawsky
joseph solomon award for excellent  
character and fitness
 Kathleen Kelly O’Connor
 Jennifer N. Wang 
ernst c. stiefel writing award  
for excellence in comparative- 
common civil law
  Helen T. Quigley for her article, “Kicking  
the Can Down the Road: Dodd-Frank’s 
Attempted Reform on Broker-Dealers”
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Commencement Prizes (to be announced)
These prizes will be awarded after computation of final grades and will be announced on the Law School’s website.
professor joseph t. arenson award 
for excellence in wills and decedents’ 
estates
	 	 u
center for new york city law fellowship
	 	 u
elsberg prize for proficiency 
in the law of contracts—evening 
division
	 	 u
the ruben s. fogel commencement award 
for excellence in constitutional 
history and death penalty (established 
in honor of professor robert blecker)
	 	 u
sylvia d. garland award for excellence 
in subjects relating to civil litigation
	 	 u
harry a. gotimer admiralty award
for outstanding work 
in the field of admiralty law
	 	 u
milton s. gould award 
for proficiency in the law
of contracts—day division
	 	 u
professor albert kalter award 
for excellence in tax law 
	 	 u
professor james p. kibbey memorial award 
for excellence in commercial law 
	 	 u
d. george levine memorial award 
for the highest grade in the law 
of real property
	 	
professor robert r. rosenthal award 
for excellence in new york practice
	 	
professor henry rothblatt award 
for criminal advocacy 
	 	 u
murray stockman memorial award 
for the highest average in the 
law of evidence
	 	 u
louis susman memorial award for 
excellence in the study of the 
law of evidence
	 	 u
woodrow wilson award for proficiency 
in constitutional law
	 	 u
henry j. wolff award for proficiency 
during a full course of study—evening 
division
	 	 u
ross gnesin award for excellence 
in workers’ compensation law
	 	 u
abraham markhoff writing award 
(for workers’ compensation)
	 	 u
new york law school alumni  
association awards
Professor Vincent Lolordo Award
for Excellence in Administration
of Criminal Justice
Dr. Max Reich Award for Excellence 
in Civil Trial Advocacy
Professor Ivan Soubbotitch Award for Excellence in 
Poverty Law and Civil Rights
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Recognition
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John Marshall Harlan Scholars
The John Marshall Harlan Scholars honors program is named for New York Law School’s alumnus and 
United States Supreme Court justice who served on the Court from 1955 to 1971. The program offers 
selected students the opportunity to pursue focused study in a field of law, including directed curricula, 
scholarship, and other academic projects, through affiliation with one of the Law School’s academic 
centers. We are pleased to acknowledge the Harlan Scholars of the Class of 2014.
George W. Bartholomew 
Center for International Law
Jessie Bonaros 




Center for Business and Financial Law
Kaitlyn Curley 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Zachary E. Davison 





Nicholas D. Emguschowa 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Eric D. Felcher 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Andrew Ford 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Christopher Franks 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Abigail Sarah Friedman 
Center for International Law
Carolyn Galgano 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
James F. Haggerty Jr. 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Asher Hawkins 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Thomas Francis Howley 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Terrence John Hull
Center for Professional Values and Practice
Michelle Marie Ippolito 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Matthew James 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Madeleine Claire Karel 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Kathleen Kelly O’Connor 
Justice Action Center
Eric Knowles 
Center for Real Estate Studies
William Kostas 
Center for International Law 
Justice Action Center
Jared Sean Kramer 
Justice Action Center
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Ellen L. Ladd 
Center for International Law
Emily Lawson 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Anthony Brendon Lee 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Joanna K. Lehmann 
Center for International Law
William Manabu Lemon 
Center for Business and Financial Law
David Samuel Lightstone 
Center for International Law
Xavier Martinez
Justice Action Center
Robert A. Masi 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Antonio Mendez 
Center for New York City Law
Michael J. Nesse 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Alexander M. Noble 
Center for International Law
Keith O’Donnell 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Katherine Elizabeth O’Gorman 
Justice Action Center
Petra Pavkov 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Zachary S. Perecman 
Justice Action Center
Joseph N. Polito 
Center for New York City Law
Helen T. Quigley 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Sophie Reiter
Center for Real Estate Studies
Benjamin Zachary Roth 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Cali R. Roth 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Moni Sarmadi 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Samantha Michelle Schoenfeld 
Center for Professional Values and Practice
Alexander Stark 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Diana Teverovskaya 
Justice Action Center
Eric B. Udowychenko 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Anthony R. Vento 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Jennifer N. Wang 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Michele Weinberger 
Center for Business and Financial Law
David E. Weinfeld 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Neil Michael Willner 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
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Center and Program Associates 
New York Law School is pleased to recognize the members of the Class of 2014 who have completed the 
curricular programs and projects as required to be an associate of one of the academic centers or programs 
listed below.
Joseph Abadi 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Chimezie Agwu 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Areal Renee Allen-Stewart 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Tempest Beatrice Alston 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Golriz Amid 
Center for International Law
Robbin P. Antony 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Emily Anne Barile 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Neal Bass 
Center for Real Estate Studies
John Benemerito 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Suzanne Melissa Bettis 
Justice Action Center
Renata Bukhman 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Michael Jason Cabasso 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Jason Webster Cahill
Center for Business and Financial Law
Kelly Campbell 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Andrew Casarsa 




Institute for Information Law and Policy
Mary Margaret Thompson Colleary 
Center for Professional Values and Practice
Center for Real Estate Studies
Carlee Cooper 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Julian Christopher Cordero 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Heather D. Crosley 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Emily de la Vega 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Rebekka Pauline Denenberg 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Sonja Di Mondi 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Janine Deniece Diljohn 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Julien Ducourneau
Center for Business and Financial Law
Michael Durnin 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Joshua Andreas Eidsvaag 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Mehdi Essmidi 
Justice Action Center
122nd Commencement   |   21
Jack Granwehr Ferreri 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Joshua Issac Freeman 
Justice Action Center
Laura Alexandria Garcia 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Amanda C. Gayle 
Justice Action Center
Joshua Stephen Gelb 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Jeffrey M. Gibilaro 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Jason Gil 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Mark Goldsack 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Nathalie Yliana González 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Alejandra M. Gonzalez-Martinez 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Gabrièle Goulet 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Aaron Graham 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Scott Haggmark 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Jihad Ali Hakamy 
Center for Business and Financial Law 
Center for International Law
Pelle Hamburger 




Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Lindsey Ann Henry 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Eric Hight 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Jan Gabriel Hisugan 
Justice Action Center
Anthony Fidel Iliakostas 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Susan Emilie Imam 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Dmitriy Ishimbayev 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Ali R. Jaffery 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Chinnu Joseph 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Youn Wook Kang
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Alicia M. Kartorie 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Jason Farrell Kaufman 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Jesse L. Kearney, Jr.
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Kevin Khilall 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Ellee Kim
Center for Real Estate Studies
Erika H. Kolloori 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Jessica Blake Kunikoff 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
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Center and Program Associates (continued)
Katerina Veselinova Kurteva 
Justice Action Center
Jacqueline K. Lamer 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Elliot S. Lief 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Ariana Lo Giudice 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Shaan S. Lodi 
Center for International Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Elana Loeffler Grauer 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Andrew Lurie 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Christine Magee 
Justice Action Center
Sonam H. Majmundar 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Vasily Malyshev 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Gillian Maranga 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Malvina Mardirosyan 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Kristina M.J. Markovitch
Center for International Law
Robert J. Martin 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Amanda J. Matossian 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Kiersten Ashlee McKoy 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Avi Meger 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Alison C. Meigh 
Media Law Center
Richard R. Meyer 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Alexa Michelle Milchman 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Haoe Jung Min 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Center for International Law
Charles Modavis 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Camellia Shabnam Mokri 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Melanie Stacy Murias 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Shanthi-Sree Nandam 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Monica Nejathaim 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Aimie Nghiem 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Dante Alexander Nicolello 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Daria Odaryuk
Center for International Law
Katherine Elizabeth O’Gorman 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Mark O’Neal 
Center for Real Estate Studies 
José Iván Ortiz 
Center for International Law 
Program in Law and Journalism
Kristina O’Shea 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Kimberly Ann O’Toole
Center for Business and Financial Law










Institute for Information Law and Policy
Cynthia Rios
Center for International Law
Noelle G. Robinson 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Sabine Rospide 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Nicole Alexander Rowlands
Institute for Information Law and Policy 
Program in Law and Journalism
Ilana Rozentsvayg 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Melissa I. Ruhry 
Justice Action Center
Nicholas Joseph Ryan 
Center for Business and Financial Law
Tamara Pearl Salzman 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Samantha Marie Sannazzaro 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Halina Schiffman-Shilo 
Center for International Law
Justice Action Center
Roger Schneider 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Nicole Schwartz 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Pamela Dawn Schwartz 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Joshua A. Seidman 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Charles Shaddock 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Michael J. Shields 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Alexandra Kendall Smith 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Patricia  Sotirakis 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Masood Syed 
Institute for Information Law and Policy
Gulnora Talipdzhanova
Justice Action Center
Kevin Edward Timson 





Leonides Ramon O. Viajar III
Center for Business and Financial Law
Shane G. Weber
Center for Business and Financial Law
Zachary M. Wender 
Center for Real Estate Studies
Robert Wnorowski 
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families
Jaclyn M. Wood 
Justice Action Center
Gerald Wynn 
Center for Real Estate Studies
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The New York Law School Law Review is the Law School’s journal for legal scholarship. Members are 
primarily Harlan Scholars, selected for that honor and for the Law Review based on their GPAs, although 
a few students are selected through a writing competition. Law Review editors work with the faculty to 
plan academic symposia as well as with the faculty publisher to select papers for publication. The editors 
edit all articles, and are responsible for all aspects of the publication process. We are pleased to recognize 
their achievements.
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New York Law School Moot Court Association
The New York Law School Moot Court Association is a student-run organization that focuses on oral 
advocacy and brief writing skills at the appellate level. Students are accepted into the organization 
by competing in the Charles W. Froessel Moot Court Competition, a constitutional law intramural 
competition. The Froessel Competition is one of the most challenging intramural competitions in the 
country and one of the most demanding recruiting tools used by a moot court association in selecting its 






















Alexander M.  Noble
Julie Ann Nociolo




Michael D. Ricchiuto 
Brooke Schwartz 
Jason Trent Scott
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The New York Law School Dispute Resolution Team is a student-run co-curricular organization that 
trains members in day-to-day lawyering skills in order to prepare them to represent the School in client 
counseling, negotiation, mediation, and arbitration competitions across the country. Membership is by 
invitation only, and is based on outstanding performance either in the NYLS Intramural Negotiation 
Competition or through a rigorous writing and planning admissions process. NYLS is pleased to recognize 
these graduating members of the Dispute Resolution Team.
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Public Service Certificate

















































The Office of Student Life is pleased to recognize the members of the Class of 2014 who have earned the 
Public Service Certificate. Students earning the certificate have performed at least 40 hours of voluntary 
service while in law school, or have a combination of at least 30 hours of voluntary service and another 30 








The Institute for Information Law and Technology is pleased to recognize the following students who have 
completed the requirements of the New York Law School Patent Law Program. The Program demands 
the completion of a rigorous course of study.  Those law students who are eligible, as determined by the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office also sit for the exam for admission to the Patent Bar prior 
to graduation.  We are pleased to acknowledge the following members of the Class of 2014 who have 
successfully completed the Patent Law Program.
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LL.M. in American Business Law 












LL.M. in Financial Services Law
February 1, 2014 Graduates
Gareth S. Ryan




LL.M. in Real Estate
February 1, 2014 Graduates
Tammy F. Bouchard
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LL.M. in Taxation
February 1, 2014 Graduates
William J. Barrett
Mei-Hsuan Lin





























M.A. in Mental Disability Law Studies
February 1, 2014 Graduates
Bette M. Fleishman
Kelly M. Lestrange
Eileen A. McEvoy 









































Avon T. Morgan III
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Joseph Abadi








































































































May 21, 2014 and September 1, 2014
J.D. Candidates
* For J.D./M.B.A. Degree
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Steven Banks
New York Law School honors Steven Banks in recognition of his long career of legal advocacy on behalf of the 
neediest New Yorkers, which truly embodies the Law School’s values of advancing justice and serving the needs 
of modern society.
Steven Banks has dedicated his entire career to improving the lives of 
low-income New Yorkers and is recognized as one of New York City’s 
leading public interest lawyers.  Throughout his 33 years with the Legal 
Aid Society, Banks developed an extensive track record of working 
productively with a unionized workforce and helping the city’s most 
vulnerable residents—including seniors, survivors of domestic violence, 
immigrants, and people living with HIV/AIDS—navigate City 
programs and services. From 2004 until 2014, Banks was the Attorney-
in-Chief of the Legal Aid Society, the country’s oldest and largest not-
for-profit legal services organization. During his tenure, he led the 
organization through a complete financial and managerial restructuring 
to save it from bankruptcy in 2004. With an annual budget of $225 million, he managed a staff of 1,900, 
including some 1,100 lawyers, and was responsible for all aspects of the legal practice and operations of the 
organization’s criminal, juvenile rights, and civil programs in New York City. Prior to becoming the Attorney-
in-Chief, Banks held the positions of Associate Attorney-in-Chief, Deputy Attorney-in-Charge of the Civil 
Practice, Coordinating Attorney of the Homeless Rights Project, and Director of Government Relations for 
the Civil Practice. He began his career at Legal Aid in 1981 as a Staff Attorney in the organization’s Staten 
Island Neighborhood Office. He has also previously served as counsel to the Coalition for the Homeless, 
and he was the lead attorney in major class action litigation requiring the provision of lawful shelter and 
services to homeless New Yorkers.   
He is credited with helping reach a landmark settlement with the City in 2008 over its treatment of homeless 
children and adults, which resulted in the establishment of a permanent enforceable right to shelter for 
homeless families in New York City.  
The American Lawyer has listed him as one of the top 45 public interest lawyers in the United States, The New 
York Daily News described him as “perhaps the City’s most legendary Legal Aid attorney in this generation,” 
and New York Magazine called him one of the most influential New Yorkers. 
On February 28, 2014, Mayor Bill de Blasio appointed Steven Banks as Commissioner of the New York 
City Human Resources Administration/Department of Social Services, and he has served in that position 
since April 1, 2014. As Commissioner, Banks serves as chief executive of the largest local social services 
agency in the country, which serves over 3 million New Yorkers through the administration of more than 
12 major public assistance programs, with 15,000 employees and an operating budget of over $9 billion. 
Commissioner Banks is a key leader in implementing Mayor de Blasio’s agenda to expand opportunity 
for more New Yorkers, address income inequality, and ensure that New Yorkers receive the benefits and 
assistance to which they are entitled.  
Banks graduated from New York University School of Law in 1981, and from Brown University in 1978. 
Honorary Degree, Doctor of Laws
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Kathleen Grimm ’80
New York Law School honors Kathleen Grimm for her inspiring leadership, her distinguished and dedicated service 
to the Law School, and her outstanding accomplishments and influence in the fields of law and education.
It is rare to find someone with such commitment to education and a 
record to match that dedication as New York Law School graduate 
Kathleen Grimm, Deputy Chancellor of Operations at the New York 
City Department of Education and a Member of the New York Law 
School Board of Trustees.
This passion led her to pursue a lifetime dream of a law degree. She 
did so at New York Law School. She has enormous love for the City of 
New York and believes New York Law School is the “City’s law school,” 
with its rich history and strong connection to the entire workings of 
City government, the courts, and Wall Street. Ms. Grimm used her law 
education to forge an inspiring career notable for both its diversity and 
achievement. She modestly attributes her success to the quality and breadth of her educational experiences, 
along with the lifetime support of family and friends, and a little luck. 
One of nine children in an outspoken, civic-minded family, Ms. Grimm learned the value of collaboration 
early on and developed a “can-do spirit” that sees opportunity in every challenge. Her first job after college 
was teaching English at an elementary school in northern Mexico. Her next experience was as a social 
worker, licensed nursing home administrator, and then Assistant Director of Menorah Home and Hospital 
for the Aged in Brooklyn.  Ms. Grimm worked as an IRS estate tax attorney and in private practice, first with 
a firm, and later as sole practitioner.
Ms. Grimm’s service to her beloved City is evidence she is one of the City’s most dedicated civil servants ever. 
She has served five City Mayors, one State Comptroller, seven City Commissioners, and four City Schools 
Chancellors. She was First Deputy Commissioner of the New York City Department of Finance, New York 
State Deputy Comptroller responsible for monitoring the fiscal affairs of  the City of New York, and, for the 
past 12 years, has been Deputy Chancellor at the NYC Department of Education.  In charge of Operations, 
she oversees a $20 billion operating budget and a $12 billion capital budget. Over the years, she has overseen 
several massive transformations of the City’s education system, an impact felt today by the more than one 
million children the district serves. Ms. Grimm believes there is a direct link between operations and student 
academic success. In support of that belief, she demands innovation, efficiency, and accountability from all 
team members in support of the students.
Ms. Grimm remains loyal to those who have helped her. A graduate of Manhattanville College, located in 
Purchase, New York, she remains active there, having served on the Board of Trustees and Alumni Board. 
The college recognized her commitment with an honorary degree. She credits her Sacred Heart education, 
“to be the leaven of society,” with giving her the self-confidence to undertake many diverse roles.  
In addition to serving as a New York Law School Trustee, she also has been an Advisor to the Center for 
New York City Law, an adjunct professor, and former Alumni Association president. “People look out for 
each other here,” she said. “It’s a strong community with amazing intellects and incredible students, many of 
whom have overcome big obstacles to achieve great things.” After graduating from New York Law School, 
cum laude, Ms. Grimm earned an LL.M. (Tax) from New York University School of Law.
“The President’s Medal is an award I will cherish,” Ms. Grimm said, “because New York Law holds such a 
special place in my heart.”
President’s Medal
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President’s Medal Recipients
2002 to the Present
2002  
Awarded posthumously to
BErnArD H. MEnDIk ’58
Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School 
President, Bernard H. Mendik Company, LLC




Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School 
Founder, Broad and Cassel
 Benefactor, Shepard Broad Scholarship Fund 
 Benefactor, The Shepard and Ruth K. Broad 
Student Center 
2004 
J. BruCE llEwEllyn ’60
Former Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
 Chairman and CEO of Philadelphia Coca-Cola  
Bottling Company, Inc.
Founder of “100 Black Men”
2005 
lAwrEnCE S. HuntInGton ’64
 Former Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
 Chairman Emeritus of the Board,  





Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
 Managing Partner, Schneider, Kleinick, Weitz,  
Damashek & Shoot




Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
President, Law Offices of Sybil Shainwald 
Awarded to New York Law School’s most outstanding and accomplished alumni and its most generous 
benefactors, the President’s Medal acknowledges those who have made the most significant  
contributions to the history of the Law School by their exemplary professional lives and their generosity.
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2008  
tHE HonorABlE  
ErnSt H. roSEnBErGEr ’58
 Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
Adjunct Professor of Law, New York Law School
Of Counsel, Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
2009 
ZyGMunt wIlF ’74
 Member of the Advisory Board, Center for  
Real Estate Studies, New York Law School
Attorney, Wilf Law Firm
President, Garden Homes Real Estate Developers




Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus,  
New York Law School
2012 
Awarded posthumously to
tHE HonorABlE roGEr J. MInEr ’56
 Senior United States Circuit Judge
Trustee Emeritus and Former Adjunct Professor  
of Law, New York Law School
JAMES F. SIMon
 Martin Professor of Law Emeritus and Dean 
Emeritus, New York Law School
2013 
ArtHur n. ABBEy ’59
Senior Partner, Abbey Spanier, LLP
Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
2014 
kAtHlEEn GrIMM ’80
Deputy Chancellor of Operations,  
New York City Department of Education
Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School  
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Honorary Degree Recipients 
1955 to the Present
1955   The Honorable Charles William Froessel 1913 
 The Honorable John Marshall Harlan ’24 
 Archibald Robinson Watson 
1956  Denis O’Leary Cohalan
 Albert Cohn 1908 
 Albert Conway 
 
1957  Nathaniel L. Goldstein ’18 
 Charles H. Griffiths 1910 
 David W. Peck 
1958  The Honorable Joseph A. Cox 
 Hunter Labatut Delutour 1906
 James Thomas Hallinan II 
 Gerald Nolan 
 Ferdinand Pecora 
1959  Bernard Botein 
 Theodore Granik 
 Philip M. Kleinfield ’16 
 Edward J. Neary ’15 
1960  Charles Stewart Desmond 
1961  Robert Moses 
1962  Stanley Howells Fuld 
 Sylvester Comstock Smith Jr. ’18 
 Murray Stockman ’15 
1963  Sydney E. Foster 
1964  George J. Beldock 
 Hunter Labatut Delatour 1906 
 Alfred Gross 
1965  Marvin R. Dye 
 Edwin L. Weisel 
 The Honorable David T. Wilentz ’17 
1966  Daniel Gutman 
 John Van Voorhis 
1967  Alfred J. Bohlinger ’24 
 Leo M. Cherne ’34 
 The Honorable W. Averell Harriman 
1968  The Honorable Ramsey Clark 
 Tom C. Clark 
 David Finkelstein 
 Orison S. Marden 
 Robert Morris Morgenthau 
 Edward Joseph Mortola 
1969  Jerry Finkelstein ’38
 John-Seward Johnson
 John Vincent Thornton
1970 Adrian P. Burke
 Joseph I. Lubin ’30
 Joseph Edward Lumbard Jr.
 Samuel Miller ’26 
1971 Willard Heckel 
 John E. Scileppi
1972  Maurice R. Greenberg ’50
 Samuel Rabin 
 The Honorable Whitney North Seymour Jr. 
1973  The Honorable Paul J. Curran
 Charles H. Dyson
 Harry B. Helmsley 
 E. Donald Shapiro
 The Honorable Joseph Weintraub 
1974 The Honorable Brendan T. Byrne
 Walter M. Jeffords Jr.
 Samuel J. LeFrak 
 The Honorable Owen McGivern
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1975  The Honorable Charles D. Breitel
 William J. Curran
 Gen. John Einar Murray
 The Honorable Peter W. Rodino Jr.
 Stefan Treschel 
 The Honorable Robert F. Wagner 1900
 William Weary
1976 The Honorable Warren E. Burger
 Milton Helpern
 Mary Gardiner Jones 
 Gen. Rowland F. Kirks
 Harry Ostrov ’25
 The Honorable Edward D. Re
 Joseph Solomon ’27
1977 The Honorable Dennis DeConcini 
 Elizabeth Hughes Gossett
 The Honorable Howard T. Markey
 The Honorable Daniel Patrick Moynihan
 Albert M. Sacks 
1978 The Honorable Griffen B. Bell 
 The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
 The Honorable Erwin N. Griswold
 The Honorable Damon J. Keith
 Rabbi Emmanuel Rackman
1979  The Honorable Benjamin R. Civiletti 
 The Honorable Lawrence H. Cooke 
 Barbara Knowles Debs 
 Abraham S. Goldstein 
 The Honorable Jacob K. Javits 
 The Honorable Wade H. McCree Jr. 
 The Honorable Francis T. Murphy ’52 
 The Honorable Potter Stewart 
1980  The Honorable Richard Reeve Baxter 
 The Most Reverend Terence Cardinal Cooke 
 The Honorable Richard N. Gardner 
 A. Leo Levin 
 The Honorable Lewis F. Powell Jr. 
 Edward Allen Tamm 
1981  Mario M. Biaggi ’63 
 The Honorable William Frank Buckley Jr.
 The Honorable William Joseph Casey 
 The Honorable Matthew Joseph Jasen 
 The Honorable James Skelly Wright 
1982  The Honorable Mary S. Coleman 
 The Honorable Alfonse M. D’Amato 
 Archbishop Jakovos 
 Rex E. Lee 
 The Honorable Shigeru Oda 
 Thomas Grey Wicker 
1983  The Honorable Harry A. Blackmun 
 The Honorable Sherman G. Finesilver 
 The Honorable Constance Baker Motley 
 Albert Parker ’21 
 The Honorable Lowell P. Weicker Jr. 
1984  The Honorable Geraldine A. Ferraro 
 The Honorable A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. 
 Eugene V. Rostow 
 Robert B. Stevens 
 Otto L. Walter ’54 
1985  The Honorable Mario M. Cuomo 
 Robert B. McKay 
 Bill Moyers 
 The Honorable Ellen Ash Peters 
 Donna E. Shalala 
1986 Barbara Aronstein Black 
 The Honorable William Joseph Brennan Jr. 
 The Honorable Edward I. Koch 
 Myres Smith McDougal 
 The Honorable Spottswood W. Robinson III 
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1987  Fred W. Friendly 
 Ellen V. Futter 
 The Honorable Thomas Howard Kean 
 Frederick A.O. Schwarz Jr.  
1988  Archibald R. Murray
 Ernst C. Stiefel 
 The Honorable Patricia McGowan Wald
1989  J. William Campo 
 The Honorable Roger J. Miner ’56 
1990  Alvin J. Bronstein ’51 
 Linda A. Fairstein 
 The Honorable Milton L. Williams ’63 
1991  The Honorable David N. Dinkins 
 The Honorable John H. Sununu 
1992  The Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor 
 James F. Simon 
1993  Shepard Broad ’27 
 Drew S. Days III 
 The Honorable Judith S. Kaye 
1994  The Honorable Rudolph W. Giuliani 
 Bernard H. Mendik ’58 
1995  The Honorable José A. Cabranes 
 Alexander D. Forger 
1996  The Honorable Sidney H. Asch 
 Boris Leavitt ’26 
 The Honorable Jon O. Newman 
1997  The Honorable Harry T. Edwards 
 Dr. Raymond D. Horton 
 Lewis M. Steel ’63 
1998  Joseph T. Arenson 
 Lawrence S. Huntington ’64 
 Vernon E. Jordan Jr. 
1999  The Honorable Guido Calabresi 
2000  Sybil Shainwald ’76 
 Harry H. Wellington 
 The Honorable Ralph K. Winter 
2001  Taylor R. Briggs (posthumously) 
 Ira Glasser 
 The Honorable Judith B. Sheindlin ’65 
2002 The Honorable Pierre N. Leval, LL.D.
 The Honorable Charles E. Schumer, LL.D.
2003 The Honorable Jack B. Weinstein, LL.D.
2004 The Honorable Alexis M. Herman, LL.D.
 Anthony Lewis, LL.D.
2005 The Honorable Bob Kerrey, LL.D.
2006 The Honorable Joel I. Klein, LL.D.
2007 David Boies
2008    Dennis W. Archer
2009    Gregory H. Williams
2010    The Honorable Jonathan Lippman
2011    The Honorable Cory A. Booker
2012    Kenneth R. Feinberg
2013    Michael R. Bloomberg
2014    Steven Banks
Honorary Degree Recipients (continued)
1955 to the Present
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FounDInG
New York Law School was established in 1891 by 
Columbia College School of Law faculty, students, and 
alumni who were protesting their trustees’ attempts to 
dictate the teaching methods used by professors. The 
central figure in the revolt against Columbia and the 
subsequent creation of New York Law School was 
Columbia Law School’s founder, Theodore Dwight, 
a major figure in the history of American legal 
scholarship. 
tHE EArly yEArS
Almost immediately, New York Law School attained 
a formidable reputation due to the excellence of its 
students and faculty. 
Dedicated to providing diverse routes to achievement 
through innovation in scholarship, service, and 
professional training, by 1904, New York Law School 
was the largest law school in the country. That year, 
the Law School’s founders created one of the nation’s 
first evening divisions to provide a flexible alternative 
to full-time legal education for those in the workforce 
or with family obligations. The Evening Division also 
allowed students to build upon previously established 
successful careers or to begin a second career. 
Among the Law School’s early lecturers were Woodrow 
Wilson and Charles Evans Hughes. The first class 
included James W. Gerard, who went on to serve 
as Ambassador to Germany during World War I, 
and Bainbridge Colby, who became Secretary of 
State under President Wilson. Other early graduates 
included Robert F. Wagner, a future U.S. senator from 
New York and a leader in developing national labor 
policy, and two Pulitzer Prize winners: Wallace Stevens 
(poetry) and Elmer Rice (drama). Another prominent 
alumnus from the pre-World War I era was the 
Honorable James S. Watson, a distinguished judge and 
an important member of New York’s African American 
community. The judge’s daughter, Barbara Watson, also 
attended the Law School and was the first woman to 
attain the rank of Assistant Secretary of State of the 
United States. 
Many of those attending at the beginning of this 
century became founders or name partners of leading 
law firms, including Alfred Rose of Proskauer, Rose, 
Goetz & Mendelsohn; Henry Hurlbut Abbott of 
Breed, Abbott & Morgan; Edwin Sunderland of Davis, 
Polk, Wardwell, Sunderland & Kiendel; William 
Parke of Chadbourne & Parke LLP; Alfred Mudge of 
Mudge, Rose, Guthrie & Alexander; Jacob Scholer of 
Kaye Scholer LLP; and Albert Milbank and Walter 
Hope of Milbank, Tweed, Hope & Hadley. 
Classes of the 1920s and 1930s produced graduates 
who would play a leading role in the profession. Among 
the most notable was U.S. Supreme Court Justice John 
Marshall Harlan. Other prominent graduates included 
Albert Parker, a founding partner of Parker, Chapin, 
Flattau & Klimpl; Randolph E. Paul and John F. 
Wharton, founding partners of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison; Cameron F. MacRae, a former 
chairman of LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae; 
Chester Carlson, who invented the xerography process 
leading to the founding of Xerox Corporation; and 
Justice Emilio Nuñez, the first Latino to be named to 
the bench in New York State. 
New York Law School closed for one year during World 
War I, interrupting a steady expansion that had lasted 
until the mid-1920s. While the situation improved by 
the late 1930s, the draft in 1940 dealt the institution 
another blow, and the Law School was forced to close 
in 1941 for the duration of World War II. 
PoSt-wAr rEBuIlDInG 
In 1947, New York Law School reopened and began 
to rebuild. A major impetus came from graduates who 
formed a committee spearheaded by New York State 
Supreme Court Justice Albert Cohn. The new program 
was small, but the Law School made significant strides 
and gained accreditation from the American Bar 
Association in 1954.
Steady growth marked the next few decades. With 
the appointment of E. Donald Shapiro as Dean in the 
early 1970s, the Law School joined the Association of 
American Law Schools, and the trustees authorized an 
About New York Law School
We are New York’s Law School.
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increase in the size of the full-time faculty. Admissions 
requirements were raised and enrollment grew. As 
facilities expanded, an endowment fund was established. 
In 1975, the School received its first endowed 
professorship, the Joseph Solomon Distinguished 
Professorship of Law. The Law School’s first center for 
specialized study, the Communications Media Center 
(now the Media Center), opened in 1977.
Many graduates who were students during these 
years achieved prominence in the bar, the judiciary, 
government, and business. They include the Honorable 
Roger J. Miner, Senior Judge, United States Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit; Maurice Greenberg, 
former Chairman and CEO of American International 
Group (AIG) and current Chairman and CEO of C.V. 
Starr and Co., Inc.; Bernard Mendik, former Chairman 
of the Real Estate Board of New York and former 
CEO of Mendik Properties; Arthur N. Abbey, Senior 
Partner at Abbey Spanier, LLP and current Chairman 
of the Law School’s Board of Trustees; Lawrence S. 
Huntington, former Chairman and CEO of Fiduciary 
Trust International and former Chairman of the Law 
School’s Board of Trustees; Hon. Judith Sheindlin, 
known as “Judge Judy,” New York family court judge, 
author, and TV personality; Zygmunt Wilf, principal 
owner of the Minnesota Vikings of the NFL; Kenneth 
D. Werner, President of Warner Brothers Domestic 
Television Distribution; and Kathleen Grimm, Deputy 
Chancellor of Operations, New York City Department 
of Education.
rECEnt lEADErSHIP AnD GrowtH
Dramatic growth and revitalization continued under 
the leadership of James F. Simon, Dean from 1983 
until 1992. A series of major facility renovations were 
begun, highlighted by the opening of the Mendik 
Library in 1990 and the construction of the Ernst 
Stiefel Reading Room. During Dean Simon’s tenure, 
the Rita and Joseph Solomon Professorship of Wills, 
Trusts, and Estates was added, and the Law School 
introduced the innovative Lawyering Skills Program 
into the curriculum. 
In 1992, Harry H. Wellington, Sterling Professor of 
Law Emeritus and former dean of Yale Law School, 
became the 14th Dean and President of New York 
Law School. Under Dean Wellington’s leadership, a 
strategic plan was implemented to position New York 
Law School as a vital urban law center with an academic 
program that integrates the strategic and ethical 
perspectives of the practicing attorney. During Dean 
Wellington’s tenure, the Ernst C. Stiefel Professorship 
of Comparative Law was created and the Law School’s 
Centers for International Law and New York City Law 
were established.
Richard A. Matasar was named the 15th Dean and 
President of New York Law School in 2000, serving until 
December 2011. Under Dean Matasar’s leadership, the 
School expanded its academic Centers and increased 
its graduate offerings, which now include five advanced 
degree programs in American business law, financial 
services law, real estate, tax, and mental disability law 
studies.  During his tenure, the Law School completed 
an expansion and renovation program that transformed 
its TriBeCa campus into a cohesive architectural 
complex. The centerpiece of the expansion is a glass-
enclosed, 235,000-square-foot, nine-level building—
five stories above ground and four below—which 
opened in 2009. 
“nEw york’S lAw SCHool”  
AnD tHE FuturE
In spring 2012, New York Law School, continuing its 
tradition of bold and innovative leadership, named 
Anthony W. Crowell, former Counselor to New York 
City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, the 16th Dean and 
President of the Law School. He joined the Law School 
in May 2012, after having been a member of the adjunct 
faculty for nearly a decade. Under Dean Crowell, 
the Law School is poised to maximize its strengths, 
develop new ones, and bring it recognition as a leader 
in legal education. In his early months, he aggressively 
restructured leadership in key areas of the Law School 
and launched a strategic planning process that addresses 
areas of strategic priority including fostering academic 
excellence and innovation; supporting the career success 
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of students and alumni; creating a vibrant intellectual 
community that supports research and scholarship; 
strengthening engagement among students, alumni, 
faculty, and other constituents; and driving operational 
efficiencies and institution-building. 
To strengthen the Law School’s connection to our great 
City, Dean Crowell introduced the “We are New York’s 
law school” campaign, which has now become the Law 
Schools’ motto. Initiatives already underway as New 
York’s law school include the establishment of a new 
Public Service Scholarship Program for uniformed 
services personnel and other dedicated public servants 
working in New York City at the local, state, and/
or federal level. The Scholarship celebrates the Law 
School’s rich history of enrolling students coming 
from these professional areas to advance their careers 
and be the most impactful leaders in this great city and 
beyond. 
In fall 2012, New York Law School was the first law 
school to announce an initiative to identify and create 
new experiential learning opportunities for students 
that would help provide the community with access to 
justice and help students satisfy the 50 hour pro bono 
requirement for admission into the bar. Dean Crowell 
worked with the Law School faculty to expand the 
school’s experiential and clinical learning programs 
to encourage each of our students to bridge their 
classroom learning to practical legal training. In spring 
2013, the Law School announced a historic expansion 
of clinical and experiential learning programs, doubling 
the number of clinics from 13 to 26 in one year. The 
Law School recently received national recognition 
for its leading-edge clinical and experiential learning 
in both The National Jurist and U.S. News & World 
Report. NYLS was also named to the President’s 
Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll for 
its pro bono work.
In July 2013, the Law School issued a provocative and 
groundbreaking Strategic Plan, which garnered national 
attention. The Plan focuses on five areas: Academic 
Excellence and Innovation; Career Success; Intellectual 
life; Community Engagement; and Operations. The 
Law School is setting its sights on the high-growth 
fields of tomorrow: intellectual property; technology 
and applied sciences; business and financial services; 
and government and public interest—all of which 
encompass what will be the major areas of employment 
and growth over the next 10 to 20 years. 
In September, the Law School introduced the country’s 
first two-year J.D. honors program, which will begin in 
January 2015. During the 2013-14 academic year, the 
Law School added two new programs: the Alternative 
Dispute Resolution Skills Program and the Institute for 
In-House Counsel. The School also hired its first Chief 
Diversity Officer. Lastly, the Law School stabilized 
tuition for two straight years (2013–15) and doubled 
the amount of scholarship aid to students. NYLS has 
also achieved an unprecedented level of student and 
alumni engagement.
These and other initiatives are garnering greater visibility 
than the Law School has had in recent years, including 
media attention in legal and popular media outlets. 
Engaging the Law School’s constituents—from students 
to alumni to faculty to employers and other leaders and 
influencers—is a key component of Dean Crowell’s 
strategy to reintroduce the Law School and lead it to 
new success. New York Law School will embrace its 
location in the heart of the City’s legal, government, and 
financial districts and provide students with unmatched 
opportunities to gain valuable practical experience and 
build the foundation for a meaningful and successful 
career. Simply put, New York Law School is New York’s 
law school. We are a vibrant, diverse school that has given 
and will continue to give opportunities to countless 
students to advance justice, improve society, and reach 
their goals in every sector of the economy.
ACADEMIC CEntErS 
The Law School’s academic centers, led by members of 
the faculty, continue to maximize the effectiveness of 
faculty research and scholarly endeavors, teaching, and 
activism, and to increase opportunities for students to 
engage in important policy issues. Eight academic 
centers, described below, play an integral role in the 
Harlan Scholars honors program.
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Center for Business and Financial law
The Center for Business and Financial Law (CBFL) 
provides students with an unparalleled, rigorous, 
and integrated approach to academic study and skills 
training in all aspects of corporate, commercial, and 
financial law. Through cutting-edge courses, events, 
projects, and research, the CBFL brings together 
academics, practitioners, and students to address the 
challenges that animate business and finance.
Center for International law
In 1996, aided by a grant from the C.V. Starr 
Foundation, the School created the C.V. Starr Center 
for International Law. The Center supports teaching 
and research in all areas of international law but 
concentrates on the law of international trade and 
finance, deriving much of its strength from interaction 
with New York’s business, commercial, financial, 
and legal communities. The Center sponsors events 
such as the prestigious C.V. Starr Lectures and the 
Otto L. Walter Lecture Series, which regularly bring 
world-renowned speakers to the Law School. It also 
provides extensive resources for researching careers in 
international law. 
Center for new york City law
Established in 1993, the Center for New York City 
Law is the only program of its kind in the country. Its 
objectives are to gather and disseminate information 
about New York City’s laws, rules, and procedures; 
to sponsor publications, symposia, and conferences 
on topics related to governing the city; and to suggest 
reforms to make city government more effective and 
efficient. The Center produces several publications, 
including CityLaw, which tracks New York City’s 
rules and regulations, how they are enforced, and 
court challenges to them; and CityLand, which reports 
decisions from the New York City land use agencies.
Center for Professional values and Practice
The Center for Professional Values and Practice 
provides a vehicle through which to examine the role 
of the legal profession and approaches to law practice. 
The Center’s work supports research and teaching 
on the legal profession, focusing on the dynamics of 
professional regulation, the market for lawyers, and 
lawyers’ careers. Designed to provide students with an 
in-depth portrait of law practice in a variety of settings, 
the Center sponsors research, symposia, and speakers 
to bring the “real world” of practice to the classroom. 
Center for real Estate Studies
The Center for Real Estate Studies provides students 
with a unique educational opportunity to study both 
the private practice and public regulation of real estate. 
Launched in 2007, the Center offers an extensive 
selection of classroom courses, advanced seminars, 
and independent study projects, as well as externships 
in governmental offices and real estate firms. It also 
sponsors conferences, symposia, and continuing legal 
education programs on a broad spectrum of issues for 
New York’s real estate community. The Center aims to 
bridge the existing gap between the private practice and 
academic study of real estate, and is one of the premier 
research centers in the country for the study of real 
estate.
Diane Abbey law Center for Children and Families 
The Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and 
Families exists to ensure that children and the 
families who care for them receive the legal assistance 
they need to remain safe and secure, and to thrive. 
Founded in 2009, the Center offers a comprehensive 
curriculum aimed at creating excellent practitioners 
able to represent children and families in all aspects 
of family law. The Center’s approach is holistic and 
interdisciplinary, recognizing that assisting families 
requires a basic understanding not merely of law, but 
also social work, psychology, and other fields. Center 
members engage in volunteer externships, work with 
alumni mentors, and complete capstone projects that 
make concrete contributions to the lives of families 
in need. The Center not only prepares graduates for 
successful careers, but also helps give New York’s 
children and families the support they need.
Institute for Information law and Policy
Established in 2003, the Institute for Information 
Law and Policy is home to the study of information, 
communication, and law in the global digital age. 
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The goal of the Institute is to apply the theory and 
technology of communications and information to 
strengthening democratic institutions and the rule of 
law as technology evolves. Through its curriculum, 
ongoing conference and speaker series, and a variety 
of original projects, the Institute investigates the 
emerging field of information law, which encompasses 
intellectual property, privacy, free speech, information 
access, communications, and all areas of law pertaining 
to information and communication practices. 
Justice Action Center
The Justice Action Center brings together New York 
Law School faculty and students in an ongoing critical 
evaluation of public interest lawyering. Through 
scholarship and fieldwork, the Center seeks to evaluate 
the efficacy of law as an agent of change and social 
betterment. Through a focused curriculum, symposia, 
clinical experience, and research opportunities, the 
Center seeks to instill in students a deeper intellectual 
understanding of the law regardless of their final career 
goals, and to present opportunities to maintain their 
ties to the social justice community beyond law school. 
ADDItIonAl ProGrAMS AnD ProJECtS
Alternative Dispute resolution Skills Program
In fall 2013, New York Law School introduced the 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills  Program, 
distinguished by its emphasis on practical experience. 
Students entering the program are exposed to theories 
of interest-based negotiation and it’s alternatives, and 
given opportunities to practice their skills in that field.
Institute for In-House Counsel
In spring 2014, the Law School established the 
Institute for In-House Counsel, dedicated to the 
needs of in-house and corporate professionals.  The 
Institute addresses emerging legal, economic and 
business issues affecting companies from a variety of 
industries and sectors, and provides practical advice 
on how to successfully navigate the in-house/outside 
counsel relationship and communicate effectively with 
company leadership.
legal Practice Program
In fall 2011, New York Law School launched a 
new first-year skills program, Legal Practice, which 
provides students with a comprehensive introduction 
to lawyering skills at the beginning of their law school 
careers. The program is designed to prepare students 
for their first legal work experience and presents 
them with challenging scenarios that call on them to 
problem-solve and apply the law in context.
Media Center
The Media Center is the Law School’s home for the study 
of telecommunications, media, and new media law and 
policy. One of the oldest and most extensive programs 
of its kind, it was established in 1977 in response to 
the explosive growth of communication technologies. 
The Center sponsors pedagogy, scholarship, and 
projects relating to the intersection between evolving 
communication and information technologies and the 
laws that regulate them. The Center has three goals: 
to promote scholarship, to preserve democratic values 
through effective media policy, and to train media-
savvy lawyers who understand the law of media and the 
role of media in the law.
Program in law and Journalism
The Program in Law and Journalism is home to the 
study of the relationship between and among law, 
lawyers, the media, and the public. The Program 
hosts seminars, panels, and colloquia for practicing 
journalists on legal issues raised by newsgathering 
activities, for lawyers on the ethics and practicalities of 
dealing with the media, for academics on issues at the 
intersection of law and journalism, and for the general 
public on the role of lawyers in media and the influence 
of the media on lawyering.
ADDItIonAl DEGrEES AnD CErtIFICAtES
Master of laws (ll.M.) in taxation
In 2003, the Law School began offering the Master 
of Laws (LL.M.) in Taxation, becoming one of the 
only law schools in the New York City area to offer 
this advanced training to tax attorneys. The program 
enables students to increase their mastery of tax law 
and refine their practice skills in order to better serve 
clients and communities.
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Master of laws (ll.M.) in real Estate
In January 2009, the Law School began offering the 
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Real Estate. The program 
provides students with a thorough grounding in the 
law, business, and regulation of real estate transactions, 
finance, and development. 
Master of laws (ll.M.) in Financial Services law
In fall 2009, the Law School began offering the 
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Financial Services Law. 
The program provides students with knowledge and 
expertise in the law, business, and regulation of the 
global financial services industry.
Master of laws (ll.M.) in American Business law
In 2012, the Law School began offering the LL.M. in 
American Business Law. The program provides foreign-
trained lawyers with a thorough grounding in the basic 
principles of American business and commercial law.
online Mental Disability law Program
The Law School’s Online Mental Disability 
Law Program welcomes J.D. students as well as 
professionals who work with, or on behalf of, people 
with disabilities. It is the only program of its kind 
presented by an ABA-approved law school. Each of 
the current 13 courses comprising the curriculum is 
delivered to students through the convenience of 
distance education. In January 2009, the program 
expanded from offering courses on an individual 
basis to offering a Master of Arts (M.A.) in Mental 
Disability Law Studies and a Certificate in Advanced 
Mental Disability Law Studies. 
Patent law Program
The Institute for Information Law and Policy offers 
the Patent Law Program to provide students with 
the opportunity to develop greater expertise and 
experience in patent law. Students who are eligible, as 
determined by the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, also sit for the exam for admission to the Patent 
Bar prior to graduation. 
Certificate in Alternative Dispute resolution
The Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills Program 
offers a Certificate in Alternative Dispute Resolution 
to students who complete the requirements of the 
Program. They may be relied upon to possess not 
only an intellectual understanding of the principles 
of negotiation, mediation, and arbitration, but actual 
experience in those fields. 
Certificate of Mastery in law Practice technology
The Institute for Information Law and Policy offers a 
Certificate of Mastery in Law Practice Technology to 
demonstrate to potential employers that the student 
awarded the certificate is unusually qualified with respect 
to understanding and use of technologies employed in 
law practice. It is also designed to encourage students to 
contribute to the Institute’s efforts to develop innovative 
legal technology applications and to better understand 
the potential impact of technology on law and legal 
institutions.
Public Service Certificate
The Office of Professional Development offers a 
Public Service Certificate. Certificates are issued to 
graduating students who have performed at least 40 
hours of voluntary service while at law school, or who 
have a combination of at least 30 hours of voluntary 
service and have another 30 hours of public interest 
work done through a work-study placement, clinic, or 
externship. 
Academic dress and graduation date back to the 12th 
century at the formation of early universities in Europe. 
Historians believe that academic dress originated when 
scholars, who were largely clerics or aspiring clerics, wore 
long robes and hoods to keep warm in unheated buildings. 
From these practical origins, the gowns, hoods, and caps 
have developed into the accepted attire that symbolizes 
scholarly achievement. Over time, colleges and universities 
have customized the ensemble to reflect their schools’ 
unique symbols of visual identity such as the seal, school 
colors, and additional adornments that become part of 
their commencement traditions.
Faculty members, staff, and guests in today’s procession 
are robed in the gowns appropriate to their highest degrees 
earned, and their hoods carry the distinctive colors of 
the institutions from which they received those degrees. 
Differences in the doctoral, master’s, and baccalaureate gowns 
are illustrated below.
Gowns
Our graduating students in both the J.D. and LL.M. degree 
programs process with the traditional doctoral gown with 
bell-shaped sleeves. The gowns have three velvet stripes on 
the sleeves and velvet panels on the front and neck. Our 
graduating students in the M.A. degree program process 
with the master’s robe with oblong sleeves that are square 
cut at the rear part of the oblong shape and have an arc 
cut away at the front part with a slit for the wrist opening.
Hoods
The hoods, designed with the Law 
School’s official colors, blue and gray, are 
worn draped over the shoulders with the 
lining exposed on the back of the gown. 
The satin lining comprises a gray chevron 
on a blue background. The velvet border 
on the hood is of a prescribed width and 
color—purple for the field of law, or white 
for the M.A. degree. 
Caps
According to historians, academic caps were adopted for 
this use by the church in 1311 and are based on a close-
fitting cap worn by the ancient Romans. There are two 
styles of caps: the Oxford, a stiff mortarboard; and the 
Cambridge, a beret-like soft cap. Our J.D. and LL.M. 
students process with the Cambridge caps made of velvet 
and with gold tassels, as befits the doctoral degree, and our 
M.A. students process with the Cambridge caps as well, 
but with black tassels appropriate for a Master of Arts 
degree.
Fourragères
Introduced as a new component of our 
academic attire in 2005, the fourragères 
are symbols of academic achievement 
worn on top of the gown on the left 
shoulder by the candidates for the 
post-graduate degree of Master of Laws 
(LL.M.).
Seal 
The Law School’s seal dates to the School’s founding in 
1891. It is used on all documents related to academic matters 
such as the diploma, certificates, and all publications and 
other print items related to commencement. In the center 
scroll depicted on the seal are inscribed the words of the 
juris praecepta of the Justinian Code: Juris praecepta sunt 
haec: honeste vivere, alterum non laedere, suum cuique 
tribuere (The precepts of law are these: to live honestly, not 
to injure anyone, and to render to each person what is due.)
The Tradition of Academic Attire and  
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